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chance even of surviving, while it would be equally imprac-
ticable for Japan to attempt to invade America, not only on
account of the difficulty of transport and supply, but also
because of the superior naval forces which would prevent a
landing. If the United States had remained self-contained,
her position would have been practically impregnable by an
Eastern Power. As, however, already pointed out, the pos-
session of the Philippines alters the whole problem, for while,
in a sense, they add to the strength of the United States as
an Eastern Power, they make her more liable to attack. In
the event of a war with Japan, the struggle would centre
round the Philippines, and, looked at from this point of view,
Japan would be in the most advantageous position. On the
other hand, a struggle in the Philippines might compel Japan
to denude Korea and Port Arthur of their defensive forces,
and thus cause her to risk her recently acquired predomin-
ance in these regions ; but, even taking this into account, the
balance of strategic advantage would seem to rest with Japan.
America could not by any means compel her to cross the
Pacific to defend her interests, whereas she could always
compel America to do so, unless the Philippines were to be
surrendered without a blow. This, however, is very improb-
able, and hence would result a long and exhausting struggle
which would bring no advantage to either side. We need
not attempt to picture the details of that struggle or to fore-
cast its results, but it may safely be asserted that neither side
is in a position to feel certain of ultimate success. The
points at issue between the two countries are so small, and
relatively so unimportant, that they can be easily arranged if
reason be allowed to prevail; while the outbreak of war would
not only be disastrous to both sides, but might even involve
a world-wide conflict which would reduce civilisation to
chaos.

It is impossible to believe that the people of the United
States would ever willingly take any action which would
lead to such disastrous results. A great deal would depend
on the man who was President, for, although the Govern-